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will be inspected every six months. All other herds are to be inspected annually
if milk is to be heat-treated, but if milk from such herds is not to be treated in
this manner they will be inspected twice a year within the limits of the staff
available. Additional inspections will be made if any herd has exhibited a bad
disease history.
The words in italics above illus fcrate the main difficulty in implementing this
Utopian proposal. There is, without any doubt, a shortage of veterinary
officers at the present time and the suggestions made for herd inspections
must, of necessity, await the training of additional members for the pro-
fession. Further, those veterinarians who are carrying out the work, do so
at high pressure and it is difficult to visualise how increased inspection can
be carried out for some considerable time to come. Even if staffs are
increased, additional veterinary inspection can never hope to guarantee a
safe milk supply continuously without the employment of laboratory tests.
(5) It is proposed to centralise control of milk production under the direction
of the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries whose veterinary inspectors will be
visiting farms in connection with herd inspection, and they will be required to
supervise methods of production and the repair, alteration and maintenance of
premises. The supervision of distribution will remain in the hands of Local
Authorities as at present.
Local Authorities, in many cases, have carried out their obligations set
out in various Acts and Orders, as well us existing legislation, often drafted
in vague terms, has nllowed and generally under great difficulties. Others,
it is to be regretted, have done very little to improve the milk supplies of
their areas whilst a lack of standardised requirements between one district
and another was most obvious and confusing to the milk producer.
The suggestion of transfer of powers resulted in vigorous protests from
various Associations of Local Authorities and other interested bodies
without result and the transfer has now been made. It should be pointed
out that the veterinary profession, now so over-worked and likely to be
more so if animal health is to be properly supervised, have not been asked
to take over the duties of farm inspection in a statutory sense. Animal
health is definitely a veterinary matter but it is difficult to concur with
suggestions as to their suitability as advisers on methods of clean milk
production, repair and reconstruction of cowsheds and dairies, provision
of water supplies and investigations of cases of infectious disease, due to
milk. Milk production officers of the National Agricultural Advisory
Service whose forces have been suitably strengthened with sanitary
inspectors have now taken over these statutory duties.
(4)   It is proposed by means of financial inducement to encourage the producer
to increase the production of Tuberculin Tested milk and, by a reduction in its
retail price, encourage an increasing sale to the consuming public.
Both suggestions deserve the highest commendation. In the past, the
difficulty has been to dispose of Tuberculin Tested milk when produced on
account of the higher retail price and much of this valuable liquid has been
mixed with ordinary supplies at collecting depdts with consequent dis-
couragement to the producer while depriving the consumer of a high-grade
article. This proposal has already been made operative. The proposals
put forward in connection with specified areas should do much to encourage
a greater demand for this type of milk.
(5)  The Minister of -Food will be empowered by Regulation to make it an
offence to sell milk by retail in any area which may be scheduled unless such